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As the speaker/writer,
you must establish your
credibility (ethos). Why
should the audience
listen to or believe you?
Every choice you make
in how to present the
information must be
made with the audience
in mind. Also consider
your purpose. Are you
trying to persuade,
inform, or describe?

The best way to establish
your ethos as a student
writer is to really KNOW
your subject. If you are
assigned a topic you are
not familiar with, research
it until you own it and can
write logically about it.  If
you use only emotional
appeals (pathos), your
writing will be weak.

The speaker must consider the audience’s
relationship with the subject when making
rhetorical choices. How much background
information might the audience need (or NOT
need)? Does the audience have a preconceived
opinion about the subject that you want to
appeal to or change??

What is the context for this
text? What makes your topic
relevant to you and your
audience now?

The ideas here should guide both your creation of a text and your analysis of one.
Rhetorical analysis is simply taking a text apart to see and explain how it works.


